Llfe Science and Physical Science
Mrs. Linden

‘This year in science is going to be different (i believe in a good way) for all of us
- because we have new textbooks! Seventh grade will be studying Life Science
and eighth grade will be studying Physical Science. | can't wait to jump in and
start learning. | am confident you are going to enjoy the new books as much as |
have already! With new textbooks comes a bit of a different grading system. Your
grade will be determined by combining four different elements:

1. Llab preparation/participation: Many labs will néed your group to bring simple
- materials from home. You will sign up for these materials and can bring them in to

- me as much as a month ahead of time. You may diso be asked to come up with

: q‘_hyp‘d’rhesis, based on a guestion given in class, and a materials list and
- procedure given to you from the book. These should be ready the moment class

- begins.. If you are shuffiing around in your binder looking for your paper and

~running to your locker for your items you may lose a few points. Excessive tardies
~and absences will also cause you to lose a few points here.

2. Lab Write Ups: The parts of the write ups will remain the same. However, each

~ lab will be worth 15 points. | will work with you on the first few to be sure you know
what is expected. The conclusions will be worth 5 of the 15 points and will need to
~ tie directly back to the purpose part of the lab write up. Your data should be neat
_and easy to follow, in a T table, a graph or as directed by the teacher. Your

- materials list and procedure should be neat, numbered, and complete each and

‘evéry time. As always, neatness counts!

' 3 Daily Work: This will be reading that supports what we are doing in class and
comprehensuon questions or related assignments and/or projects.

4.' Tests and Quizzes: These will cover all the material we cover in the book and
“during our labs. You may also have lab practicals where you are asked to find

data by using lab skills learned in class. Included in your tests and quizzes may be
-one or two open-ended questions intended 1o test your higher level thinking which
- will challenge you to think independently. You may think to yourself, hey, we

" never did this! | will not be looking for a memorized answer, but a thoughtful

answer, using scientific thinking skills.

o Health is included in your science grade.
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